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Tentative Statement - 

Not to be Made Public. 


To tiie Persons Invited tn the Meeting Called for December 15th 
by Paul H. Douglas, Sherwood Eddy and Norman Thomas: 

The meeting convened at the International House, New York City, 
with the following persons present! Devere Allen, B. H. Beckbart, J. C. Bennett, 
Alfred L. Bernheim, Paul Blanshard, Bruce Bliven, Leroy E. Bowman, Paul P. Brissen- 
den, Everett R. Clinchy, McAlister Coleman, Bruce Curry, John W. Darr, John Dewey, 
Mrs. Mary Dickson, Paul H. Douglas, Sherwood Eddy, Harrison S. Elliott, Wayne Evans, 
Edwin Fairley, Frederick V. Field, Nathan Fine, J. B. S'. Hardman, S. Ralph Harlow, 
Erdman Harris, Alfred Hayes, Arthur Garfield Hays, Jesse H. Holmes, F, Ernest 
Johnson, Paul Jones, Paul U. Kellogg, Harry W. Laidler, Edward Levinson, Robert 
Morss Lovett, Patrick M. Malin, Henry R. Mussey, A. J. Muste, M. A. Myers, Kirby 
Page, Evelyn Preston, H. S. Raushenbush, L. H. Sage, John Nevin Sayre, Paul 
Sifton, William B. Spofford, Louis Stanley, Norman Thomas, Constance L. Todd, 

Oswald Garrison Villard, B. C. Vladeck, Harry F. Ward, Arthur Warner, Colston E. 
Warner, Helen Sumner Woodbury. 

Paul H. DouglaB was elected Chairman for the day and Kirby Page, 

Secretary. 



At the end of the day the following Provisional Executive Committee 
was elected and authorized to proceed with the selection of an Executive Committee 
of twenty-five members and a National Committee of one hundred members for an organ¬ 
ization to be known as w The Third Party League ” or some other name to be determined 
by its members: John Dewey, Paul H. Douglas, Sherwood Eddy, James’ Weldon Johnson, 
Mrs. Florence Kelley, Robert Morss Lovett, A. J. Muste, Kirby Page, Miss Evelyn 
Preston, Norman Thomas, Oswald Garrison Villard. 

It was tentatively agreed that the organization should have the 
following purpose and structure: 

I. Functions. 

1. It would be a clearing house for gathering information concerning the liber¬ 
al agencies now working in the field of politics and would make an effort to 
bring into closer relations and help to correlate the activities of the vari¬ 
ous groups. 

2. Research. 

a. Into specific problems and difficulties which stand in the way of a new 
social order. 

b. Into the whole question of strategy and tactics as to the most effective 
means of reaching conservative groups, with an especial effort to under¬ 
stand the reasons for the prevailing conservatism, throughout the country. 

c. Into the nature of the planks which should form the platform of the poli¬ 
tical party needed to cope with these problems. 

d. Into the resources now available for such a procedure. 

e. Into the kind of political organization which is needed. 
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3* Action. 

a. The production and distribution of literature, with especial care to avoid 
overlapping with existing agencies. 

b. The encouragement of local groups which would have somewhat the same func¬ 
tions in their communities as the national group would have for the entire 
country* 

II* Organization. 

1* Membership* 

a* It was suggested that membership be open to any person who is in sympathy 
with the spirit of the two resolutions passed concerning the need for in¬ 
creasing social control and for the encouragement of a political party 
movement as distinct from the Republican and Democratic Parties, with a 
nominal membership fee of $1.00. 

b. A motion prevailed that we cooperate with existing groups and that those 
in harmony with our purpose be permitted to affiliate with the national 
movement upon the payment of $5.00, and that we encourage the formation 
of new groups wherever such action is needed. 

2. National Committee. 

It was deemed advisable to have a national committee of approximately 100 
persons, representing different sections of the country and various groups. 

3* Executive Committee. 

It was decided that an executive committee of approximately 25 persons would 
be needed, but that it would be unwise to elect all members at this prelimi¬ 
nary stage. 

4* Name* 

Various names were suggested for the organization, including the following* 
Third Party League, League for Independent Political Actio n, League for Pol¬ 
itical Re-Alignment, iTabor Party League, Political Education Society, American 
Fabian Society. 

At the first meeting of the Provisional Executive Committee, Kirby 
Page was elected Chairman and Miss Evelyn Preston, Vice-Chairman. 

At the request of the Provisional Executive Committee, Professor 
Douglas drew up the following tentative statement of the principles underlying this 

movement* 


The last election has left progressively spirited Americans with 
no satisfactory political alternative to the attitude of complete satisfaction with 
things as they are which is typified by the Republican Party. The differences be¬ 
tween the Republican and Democratic Parties were never great, but with the abandon¬ 
ment by the latter of its historic advocacy of a low tariff, these distinctions have 
become virtually non-existent. The contest of last fall revealed an almost complete 
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identity of opinion between these two parties on fundamental economic questions. 

The election turned on no such significant issues but on the relative preference for 
the sidewalks of Main Street as compared with those of New York-, for Protestantism 
as compared with Catholicism, on prohibition, and on such frivolous questions as the 
relative social grace which each candidate and his wife would display in the White 
House * 


One result at least of the election is clear: if the Democratic 
Party, with personally the most attractive candidate which it is likely to nominate, 
could carry only eight states, there is little hope that it can ever be transformed 
into an effective instrument for progressive politics. Nor did the large popular 
vote for Smith have any real progressive significance. It was composed primarily of 
the dry Protestant voters of the South and the wet Catholics of the North, These 
two groups are fundamentally hostile in their point of view and neither of them has 
any real concern for progressive principles. It is, therefore, purely a day-dream 
to believe that economic liberals have any chance of capturing the Democratic Party. 
The Bourbons of the South and the boss-ridden Democratic machines of the North can 
be trusted to prevent that. 

Nor does the formation of blocs cutting across the old parties 
afford any real relief. It is difficult enough at best for them to capture legisla¬ 
tive districts and states, and even then it will be found that voters with fundamen¬ 
tally similar views will be ranged in opposite camps at the time of national elec¬ 
tions, being Republicans in some states and Democrats in others. Their votes and 
influence, therefore, largely cancel each other. Even Congressional blocs, since 
they cannot control the President, will be ineffective. Furthermore, a proposal to 
work inside the two corrupt old parties has absolutely no power of quickening the 
pulses of the great mass of thinking progressives who know that the inevitable end 
of such a program would be frustration and futility. 

The way out would seem to be for economic progressives to leave 
the old parties, where they are unable effectively to determine policy and where 
they largely cancel each other, and,to help build up another party which would be¬ 
come for this country what the British Labor Party is for England. Such a party 
could not advocate laissez-faire in a country where, despite the so-called prosper¬ 
ity, the earnings of two-third of the urban unskilled workers are seemingly insuffi¬ 
cient to support their dependents upon the standard laid down by relief societies, 
and where one-third of those who reach the age of 65 have absolutely no property to 
help maintain them. Such a party would realize that an increasing degree of social 
control over economic life is necessary in order to give to individuals an opportun¬ 
ity for development in a society where surplus income, wealth and consequently power 
are concentrated in such relatively few hands. Economic progressives would, it is 
believed, rally around a party which would boldly proclaim these principles and 
which would in detail work for such measures as: 

1) The rapid extension of public ownership of the generation and 
transmission of power, thus ensuring to the consumers and to industry the economies 
of an integrated super-power system, which otherwise will fall into private hands, 

2) Public ownership and democratic management of the coal industry, 
with a view to closing down the surplus mines, transferring without hardship the ex¬ 
cess miners, integrating the coal mines with the development of power and giving 
greater freedom in their working lives to the miners* 

3) The skimming off through high progressive taxes on incomes, 
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inheritances and the increase in land values of those surplus gains which are not 
necessary to induce effective service to be forthcoming but which are the result of 
monopoly, and the reception of which largely causes the maintenance and growth of 
inequality. These sums could be used to help socialize industry and to provide for 
the poor that minimum of health and recreation which should be the right of all 
children. 


4) The provision of an adequate system of protection against the 
industrial risks of unemployment, ill-health and old age. This calls for unemploy¬ 
ment insurance, health insurance and old age pensions. It also calls for a system 
of ’public employment exchanges, for a program of public works to help take up the 
slack of employment and for an extention of free and nominally priced medical and 
health services to those who at present cannot afford adequate care. 

5) The freeing of labor from the present legal restrictions which, 
in the form of "yellow-dog" contracts, injunctions, and virtual prohibition of boy¬ 
cotting and effective peaceful picketing, help at present to render trade-unionism 

ineffective. 


6) A program for a legal minimum wage system which will guarantee 
to both men and women workers and to those actually dependent upon them the minimum 
needed to maintain physical and social efficiency. 

7) The fostering of consumers' cooperative societies which will 
realize for the consumers the advantages of chain store retailing and which will 
develop self-government in the field of distribution. 

8) A program of farm relief which, by lowering the tariff on manu¬ 
factured goods, would help to readjust the present disparity between the prices of 
agricultural and manufactured commodities by decreasing the prices of the goods the 
farmers buy and which by building up a greater European market would increase the 
priceB of what he sells. The government fostering of cooperatively managed wheat 
and covton pools, the provision of adequate farm-credits, and insurance against 
natural calamities would also be of great assistance. 

9) A sincere and increasing effort to eliminate the economic and 
political causes of war. A substitution of conference, conciliation, arbitration and 
judicial processes for'our present policy of domination in Central America and the 
Caribbean} cooperation with other nations in building up an adequate structure of 
international organization, in outlawing war and in securing naval and military dis¬ 
armament} participation in all agencies designed to help keep the peace and remove 
the reasons for war. 

That there are great difficulties in the way of building up such a 
party is obvious. The division of our country into forty-eight states, the indepen¬ 
dence of the executive, the powers of the judiciary, the temptation which the direct 
primary always gives for excursions into the old parties are all obstacles which do 
not exist in Europe. The chief obstacle lies, however, in the desire of liberals to 
be with the winning side and their reluctance to build slowly an effective party of 
opposition which is founded on principles and the economic interests of the great 
mass of the people. Yet it is only thus that parties can be built. We believe that 
an effective party can be built upon these principles by the cooperation of the so¬ 
cialists, the progressive farming element, the manual workers, if and when the un¬ 
skilled and semi-skilled become organized, and by liberal spirited men and women of 
good will. We believe that there could be no more creative force in politics than 
suoh a movement and we invite all those who feel similarly to join with us in attempt- 
ing to effect such a political regrouping. ^ •- Ky 





Please fill out and return promptly to 
Kirby Page, 347 Madison Avenue, New York City 


1. Do you favor the formation of such an organization as described herein? 

2. Do you desire to become a member of suoh an organization? 

3* What name for the organization do you prefer? 

(" The Third Party League ” was recommended by the Provisional Ezeoutive 
Committee as more accurately and quickly indicating the nature of the 
organization.) 

4. What men and'women would you suggest for 
(a) The Ezeoutive Committee 


Name 


Address 


Position 


(b) The National Committee 
Name 


Address 


Position 


5. What changes in the statement of principles by Professor Douglas would you 
suggest? 


Naroei.... 

Street Addressi_, 
City and Statet... 


Positiont 
















PERSONS INVITED TO BECOME MEMBERS OF THE NATIONAL COMMITTEE 




^Abbott, W. Lewis 

Jane- ^ 

Anderson,J. F. 

Anderson, John’B. 

^Barnes, Harry Elmer 
Beard, Charles A, 

Beardsley, Samuel 
Bing , Alexander M. 
^Blanahard, Paul 
-'Bowman, La Roy 
Brissenden, Paul 
trophy, John 
•Brown, J. H. 

B*n" fc pr*Jw t wi P*. 

Catrsey^ -- l?. 

Cavert, Samuel M. 

Chase, Stuart 
Charrington, Ben M. 

Cochran, William F. 
i/Goe, George F, 

Coleman, McAlister 
-^Collins, George 
Commons, John R* 

Damiy , Lutiwrrti: 

-Du Bois, W. E. B. 

Duncan, Thomas 

^ Everett, He 1 on 

Fairley, Edwin 
"'Fine, Nathan 
Fitzpatrick, John 
Floyd, William 
• Frank, Walter 
Frankfurter; Frliot 
Friedman, Herbert J 


Gilbert, Joseph 
Goodrich, Carter 
Gray, John H. 

G ufl ^ t a - foo^, B 

Hami-i-t€m-, Sia44an 
p^Hapgood, Powers 
^Hapgood, William P. 
-Hayes, Alfred, 

• Head, Waiter 
Heist, A. A. 

Herring, Hubert 

. Herstein, Lillian 
H4-llraan, Sydney 
vHoerle, Frank 
Holmes, John Haynes 
®Hope, John 

Hull, Hannah Clothier 

Io4w*, ■ifcrrcft'd 
^Israel, Rabbi Edward L, 

r Jones, Paul 

Kammerer, Percy G. 
^Kelley, Nicholas 
Kennedy, John C. 
Kirchwey, C. W. 

Lft flUaat; flte u rgerfl . 

La Follette, Fola 
- La Monte, Caroline 
/L japp, John A. 

• Lefkovitz, Abraham 
Long* Cedric 

McConnell, Bishop F. J 
v^Mahoney, William 
Mautner, B* H. 


^Meikl ajohn, Alexander 
OMitchell, Brandies r 
Moore, Fred Atkins 
^Mussey, Henry R. 

Neuman, Henrv 

^Parsons, Bishop Edward L 
Pound, Roscoe 

Richberg, Donald 

Ry^i^v- Jelinr A. 

Sayre, John Nevin 
Scudder, Vida 
• Short, Wallace M. 
aoul^.^George 

v^Spofford, Wm. B. . _. 

O Starkey, Peter^^ ^ /c.,/ 
Stolberg, Benjamin 

' Tlegen, H. G, 

& Todd, Constance 
4 Todd, Laurence 

Tugwell, Rexford G, 

Van Waters, Miriam 

Walsh, Frank 
> Warns, C. A. 

Wise, Rabbi Stephan S. 

Wo1man, Lao 
Woodward, W. E. 












(s\s\ aJ* 




EXSCffmg COMMITTEE 

(Hava already aooepted membership on the Committee.) 


John D;wey 
Paul H. Douglas 
Sherwood Eddy 
James Weldon Johnson 
Robart Mores Lovett 
A. J » Must® 

Kirby Page 
Evelyn Preston 
Norman Thomas 
Oswald Garrison Vi Hard 
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ADDITIONAL PERSONS INVITED TO BECOME MEMBERS OF THE EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE. 


— Devere Allen 

Bruce BJLiven 
Raymond L. Buell 
Jerome Davis 
Morris L. Ernst 


''"'Helen Hamlin Fincke 



Freds Ktrchwey 
—Harry W. Laldler 
^ E. C, Lindeman 


James H, Maurer 
— Reinhold Niebuhr 
Amos Pinohot 
— Mrs. Glenn Plumb 
✓ Joseph Sohlossberg 
6 B. 0. Vladeok. 


















PERSONS PRESENT ON DECEMBER 15TH OR JANUARY 26TH 


Alien, Devere 
Artman, J. M. 

Beckhart, B, H. 
Bennett, J. 0, 
Bernheim, Alfred L. 
Blanshard, Paul 
Bliven Bruce 
Bowman, Leroy B. 
Boynton, Robert H, 
Brissenden, Paul F. 
Buell, Raymond L. 

Cllnchy, Everett R, 
Coleman, McAlister 
Curry, Bruce 

Darr, John W, 
Davidson, Roland G. 
Dewey, John 
Dickson, Mrs. Mary 
Douglas, Paul H. 

Eddy, Sherwood 
Elliott, Arthur E. 
Elliott Harrison S, 
Ernst, Margaret S. 
Ernst Morris, L. 

Evans, Wayne 

Fairley, Edwin 
Field, Frederick V. 
Fincke, Helen Hamlin 
Fine, Nathan 
Fletcher, Joseph 

Hardman, J.B.S. 
Harlow, S. Ralph 
Harris, Erdman 
Hayes, Alfred 
Hays, Arthur Garfield 
Herring, Hubert C, 
Holmes, Jesse H. 


Johnson, F. Ernest 
Jones, Paul 

Kellogg, Paul U. 

Laidler, Harry W. 
Levinson, Edward 
Lovett, Robert Morss 

Malin, Patrick M. 
Mussey, Henry R. 

Muste, A. J, 

Myers, M.A, 

Niebuhr, Reinhold 

Page, Kirby 
Porter, Paul 
Preston, Evelyn 

Raushenbush, H, S. 

Sage, L. H. 

Sayre, John Nevin 
Sifton, Paul 
Smith, Treadwell 
Spofford, William B. 
Stanley, Louis 
Stearns, Frances 
Stolberg, Benjamin 

Thomas, Norman 
Todd, Constance L. 

Van Dusen, Henry P. 
Villard, Oswald Garrison 
Vladeck, B. C. 

Ward, Harry F. 

Warne, Colston E. 

Warner, Arthur 
Woodbury, Helen Sumner 





TENTATIVE BASIS OP THE LEAGUE FOR INDEPENDENT POLITICAL ACTION 


The league for Independent Political Action is a body of individuals who are com¬ 
mitted personlly and as a group to the encouragement of the formation of an opposi¬ 
tion party movement as distinguished from the Democratic and Republican parties 
that will be based on the theory of increasing social control. 

I. FUNCTIONS. 

1, Clearing House, 

It would be a clearing house for gathering information concerning the liberal 
agencies now working in the field of politics and would make an effort to 
bring Into closer relations and help to correlate the activities of the vari¬ 
ous groups* 

2 , Resaaroh, 

a. Into specific problems and difficulties which stand in the way of a new 

social order, 

b. Into the whole question of strategy and tactics as to the most effective 
means of reaching conservative groups, with an especial effort to under¬ 
stand the reasons for the prevailing conservatism throughout the country. 

c. Into the nature of the planks which should form the platform of the poli¬ 
tical party needed to cope with these problems, 

d. Into the resources now available for such a procedure, 

e. Into the kind of political organization which is needed, 

3, Action. 

a. The production and distribution of literature, with especial care to avoid 
Overlapping with easting agencies. 

b. The encouragement of local groups which would have somewhat the same func¬ 
tions in their communities as the national group would have for the entire 
country. 

H. PRINCIPLES 

The way out of the present political dilema would seem to be for economic progressives 
to leave the old parties, where they are unable effectively to determine policy and 
where they largely cancel each other, and to help build up another party which would 
become for this country what the British Labor Party is for England, Such a party 
could not advocate laissez faire in a country where, despite the so-called prosperity, 
the earnings of two-thirds of the urban unskilled workers are seemingly insufficient 
to support their dependents upon the standard laid down by relief societies, and where 
one-third of those who reach the age of 65 have absolutely no property to help maintain 
them. Such a party would realize that an increasing degree of social control over 
economic life is necessary in order to give to individuals an opportunity for develop¬ 
ment in a society where surplus income, wealth and consequently power are concentrated 
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in such relatively few hands. Economic progressives would, it is believed, rally 
around a party which would boldly proclaim these principles and which would in 
detail work for such measure asi 

i 

1* The rapid extension of public ownership of the generation and transmission of 
power, thus ensuring to the consumers and to industry the economies of an 
integrated super-power system* which otherwise will fall into private hands* 

2. Public ownership and democratic management of the coal industry, with a view 
to closing down th© surplus mines* transferring without hardship the excess 
miners, integrating the coal mines with the development of power and giving 
greater freedom* in their working lives to the miners. 

S. The skimming off through high progressive taxes on incomes, inheritances and 
■ the increase in land values of those surplus gains which are not necessary to 
induce effective service to be forthcoming but which are the result of monop¬ 
oly, and the reception of which largely causes the maintenance and growth of 
inequality. These sums could be used to help socialize industry and to pro¬ 
vide for the poor that minimum of health and recreation which should be the 
right of all children. 

4* The provision of an adequate system of protection against the industrial risks 
of unemployment, ill-health and old age. This calls for unemployment insur¬ 
ance * health insurance and old age pensions. It also calls for a system of 
public employment exchanges, for a program of public works to help taka up 
the slack of employment and for an extension of free and nominally priced 
medical and health services to those who at present cannot afford adequate care. 

5. The freeing of labor from the present legal restrictions which, in the form 
of "yellow dog" contracts, injunctions, and virtual prohibition of boycotting 
and effective peaceful picketing, help at present to render trade unionism 
ineffective. 

6. A program for a legal minimum wage system which will guarantee to both men and 
women workers and to those actually dependent upon them the minimum needed to 
maintain physical and social efficiency. 

7. The fostering of consumers'" cooperative societies which will realize for the 
consumers the advantages of chain store retailing and which will develop self- 
government in the field of distribution. 

3. A program of farm relief which, by lowering the tariff on manufactured goods, 
would help to readjust the present disparity between the prices of agricultur¬ 
al and manufactured commodities by decreasing the prices of the goods the 
farmers buy and which by building up a greater European market would increase 
the prices of what he sells. The government fostering of cooperatively managed 
wheat and cotton pools, the provision of adequate farm-credits, and insurance 
against natural calamities would also be of great assistance. 

9* A sincere and increasing^ effort to eliminate the economic and political causes 
of war. A substitution of conference, conciliation, arbitration and judicial 
processes for our present policy of domination in Central America and the 
Caribbean; cooperation with other nations in building up an adequate struc¬ 
ture of international organization, in outlawing war and in securing naval 
and military disarmament; participation in all agencies designed to help 
keep the peace and remove the reasons for war. 
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That there are great diflculties in the way of building up suoh a party in obvious. 
The division of our country into forty-eight states., the independence of the execu¬ 
tive, the powers of the judiciary, the temptation whioh the direct primary always 
givefc for excursions into the old parties are all obstacles which do not exist in 
Europe, We believe, however, that an effeotive party can be built upon these prin¬ 
ciples by the cooperation of the socialists, the progressive faming element, the 
manual workers, if and when the unskilled and semi-skilled become organized, and by 
liberal spirited men wad women of good will* We believe that there could be no more 
creative force in politics than such a movement and we invite all those who feel 
similarly to join with us in attempting to effect such a political realignment. 
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Tentative Statement - 

Not to be Made Publio. 


To the Persons Invited to the Meeting Called for December 15th 
by Paul H. Douglas, Sherwood Eddy and Norman Thomas: 




The meeting convened at the International House, New York City, 
with the following persons present: Devere Allen, B. H. Beckhart, J. C. Bennett, 
Alfred L. Bernheim, Paul Blanshard, Bruce Bliven, Leroy E. Bowman, Paul F. Brissen- 
den, Everett R, Clinchy, McAlister Colemun, Bruce Curry, John W. Darr, John Dewey, 
Mrs, Mary Dickson, Paul H. Douglas, Sherwood Eddy, Harrison S. Elliott, Wayne Evans, 
Edwin Fairley, Frederick V. Field, Nathan Fine, J. B. S. Hardman, S. Ralph Harlow, 
Erdman Harris, Alfred Hayes, Arthur Garfield Hays, Jesse H. Holmes, F. Ernest 
Johnson, Paul Jones, Paul U, Kellogg, Harry W. Laidler, Edward Levinson, Robert 
Morss Lovett, Patrick M. Malin, Henry R. Mussey, A. J. Musts, M. A. Myers, Kirby 
Page, Evelyn Preston, H. S. Raushenbush, L, H, Sage, John Nevin Sayre, Paul 
SiftOn, William B, Spofford, Louis Stanley, Norman Thomas, Constance L, Todd, 

Oswald Garrison Villard, B. C. Vladeck, Harry F. Ward, Arthur Warner, Colston E. 
Warner, Helen Sumner Woodbury. 


Paul H. Douglas was elected Chairman for the day and Kirby Page, 

Secretary. 

At the end of the day the following Provisional Executive Committee 
was elected and authorized to proceed with the selection of an Executive Committee 
of twenty-five members and a National Committee of one hundred members for an organ¬ 
ization to be known as " The Third Party League " or some other name to be determined 
by its members: John Dewey, Paul H. Douglas, Sherwood Eddy, James Weldon Johnson, 
Mrs. Florence Kelley, Robert Morss Lovett, A. J. Muste, Kirby Page, Miss Evelyn 
Preston, Norman Thomas, Oswald Garrison Villard. 


It was tentatively agreed that the organization should have the 
following purpose and struoture: 

I. Functions. 

1. It would be a clearing house for gathering information concerning the liber¬ 
al agencies now working in the field of politics and would make an effort to 
bring into closer relations and help to correlate the activities of the vari¬ 
ous groups. 

2. Research. 

a. Into specific problems and difficulties which stand in the way of a new 
social order. 

b. Into the whole question of strategy and tactics as to the most effective 
means of reaching conservative groups, with an especial effort to under¬ 
stand the reasons for the prevailing conservatism throughout the country. 

c. Into the nature of the planks which should form the platform of the poli¬ 
tical party needed to cope with these problems. 

d. Into the resources now available for such a procedure. 

e. Into the kind of political organization which is needed. 
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3* Action. 

a* The production and distribution of literature, with especial care to avoid 
overlapping with existing agencies. 

b. The encouragement of local groups which would have somewhat the Bame func¬ 
tions in their communities as the national group would have for the entire 

country. 

II. Organization. 

l r Membership. 

a. It was suggested that membership be open to any person who is in sympathy 
with the spirit of the two resolutions passed concerning the need for in¬ 
creasing social control and for the encouragement of a political party 
movement as distinct from the Republican and Democratic Parties, with a 
nominal membership fee of $1.00. 

b. A motion prevailed that we cooperate with existing groups and that those 
in harmony with our purpose be permitted to affiliate with the national 
movement upon the payment of $5.00, and that we encourage the formation 
of new groups wherever such action is needed. 

2'. National Committee. 

It was deemed advisable to have a national committee of approximately 100 
persons, representing different sections of the country and various groups. 

3. Executive Committee. 

It was decided that an executive committee of approximately 25 persons would 
be needed, but that it would be unwise to elect all members at this prelimi¬ 
nary stage. 

4. Name. 

Various names were suggested for the organization, including the following* 
Third Party League, League for Independent Political Action, League for Pol¬ 
itical Re-Alignment, Labor Party League, Political Education Society, American 
Fabian Society. 

At the first meeting of the Provisional Executive Committee, Kirby 
Page was elected Chairman and Miss Evelyn Preston, Vice-Chairman* 

At the request of the Provisional Executive Committee, Professor 
Douglas drew up the following tentative statement of the principles underlying this 

movementi 

The last election has left progressively spirited Americans with 
no satisfactory political alternative to the attitude of complete satisfaction with 
things as they are which is typified by the Republican Party. The differences be¬ 
tween the Republican and Democratic Parties were never great, but with the abandon¬ 
ment by the latter of its historic advocacy of a low tariff, these distinctions have 
become virtually non-existent* The contest of last fall revealed an almost complete 
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identity of opinion between these two parties on fundamental economic questions. 

The election turned on no such significant issues but on the relative preference for 
the sidewalks of Main Street as compared with those of New York, for Protestantism 
as compared with Catholicism, on prohibition, and on such frivolous questions as the 
relative social grace which each candidate and his wife would display in the White 
House♦ 


One result at least of the election is clear* if the Democratic 
Party, with personally the most attractive candidate which it is likely to nominate, 
could carry only eight states, there is little hope that it can ever be transformed 
into an effective instrument for progressive politics, Nor did the large popular 
vote for Smith have any real progressive significance. It was composed primarily of 
the dry Protestant voters of the South and the wet Catholics of the North* These 
two groups 1 are fundamentally hostile in their point of view and neither of them has 
any real concern for progressive principles. It is, therefore, purely a day-dream 
to believe that economic liberals have any chance of capturing the Democratic Party. 
The Bourbons of the South and the boss-ridden Democratic machines of the North can 
be trusted to prevent that. 

Nor does the formation of blocs cutting across the old parties 
afford any real relief. It is difficult enough at best for them to capture legisla¬ 
tive districts and states, and even then it will be found that voters with fundamen¬ 
tally similar views will be ranged in opposite camps at the time of national elec¬ 
tions, being Republicans in some states and Democrats in others. Their votes and 

influence, therefore, largely cancel each other. Even Congressional blocs, since 
they cannot control the President, will be ineffective. Furthermore, a proposal to 
work inside the two corrupt old parties has absolutely no power of quickening the 

pulses of the great mass of thinking progressives who know that the inevitable end 

of such a program would be frustration and futility. 

The way out would seem to be for economic progressives to leave 
the old parties, where they are unable effectively to determine policy and where 
they largely cancel each other, and to help build up another party which would be¬ 
come for this country what the British Labor Party is for England. Such a party 
could not advocate laissez-faire in a country where, despite the so-called prosper¬ 
ity, the earnings of two-third of the urban unskilled workers are seemingly insuffi¬ 
cient to support their dependents upon the standard laid down by relief societies, 
and where one-third of those who reach the age of 65 have absolutely no property to 
help maintain them. Such a party would realize that an increasing degree of social 
control over economic life is necessary in order to give to individuals an opportun¬ 
ity for development in a society where surplus income, wealth and consequently power 
are concentrated in such relatively few hands. Economic progressives would, it is 
believed, rally around a party which would boldly proclaim these principles and 
which would in detail work for such measures as: 

1) The rapid extension of public ownership of the generation and 
transmission of power, thus ensuring to the consumers and to industry the economies 
of an integrated super-power system, which otherwise will fall into private hands. 

2) Public ownership and democratic management of the coal industry, 
with a view to closing down the surplus mines, transferring without hardship the ex¬ 
cess miners, integrating the coal mines with the development of power and giving 
greater freedom in their working lives to the miners. 

3) The skimming off through high progressive taxes on incomes, 
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inheritances and the increase in land values of those surplus gains which are not 
necessary to induce effective service to be forthcoming but which are the result of 
monopoly, and the reception of which largely causes the maintenance and growth of 
inequality. These sums could be used to help socialise industry and to provide for 
the poor that minimum of health and recreation which should be the right of all 
children. 


4) The provision of an adequate system of protection against the 
industrial risks of unemployment, ill-health and old age. This calls for unemploy¬ 
ment insurance, health insurance and old age pensions. It also calls for a system 
of public employment exchanges, for a program of public works to help take up the 
slack of employment and for an extention of free and nominally priced medical and 
health services to those who. at present cannot afford adequate care. 

5) The freeing of labor from the present legal restrictions which, 
in the form of "yellow-dog" contracts, injunctions, and virtual prohibition of boy¬ 
cotting and effective peaceful picketing, help at present to render trade-unionism 

ineffective. ■ 


6) A program for a legal minimum wage system which will guarantee 
to both men and women workers and to those actually dependent upon them the minimum 
needed to maintain physical and social efficiency. 

7) The fostering of consumers' cooperative societies which will 
realize for the consumers the advantages of chain store retailing and which will 
develop self-government in the field of distribution. 

8) A program of farm relief which, by lowering the tariff on manu¬ 
factured goods, would help to readjust the present disparity between the prices of 
agricultural and manufactured commodities by decreasing the prices of the goods the 
farmers buy and which by building up a greater European market would increase the 
prices of what he sells. The government fostering of cooperatively managed wheat 
and cotton pools, the provision of adequate farm-credits, and insurance against 
natural calamities would also be of great assistance. 

9) A sincere and increasing effort to eliminate the economic and 
political causes of war. A substitution of conference, conciliation, arbitration and 
judicial processes for our present policy of domination in Central America and the 
Caribbean! cooperation with other nations in building up an adequate structure of 
international organization, in outlawing war and in securing naval and military dis¬ 
armament} participation in all agencies designed to help keep the peace and remove 
the reasons for war. 

That there are great difficulties in the way of building up such a 
party is obvious. The division of our country into forty-eight states, the indepen¬ 
dence of the executive, the powers of the judiciary, the temptation which the direct 
primary always gives for excursions into the old parties are all obstacles which do 
not exist in Europe. The chief obstacle lies, however, in the desire of liberals to 
be with the winning side and their reluctance to build slowly an effective party of 
opposition which is founded on principles and the economic interests of the great 
mass of the people. Yet it is only thus that parties can be built* We believe that 
an effective party can be built upon these principle" by the cooperation of the so¬ 
cialists, the progressive farming element, the manual workers, if and whan the un¬ 
skilled and semi-skilled become organized, and by liberal spirited men and women of 
good will. We believe that there could be no more creative force in politics than 
such a movement and we invite all those who feel similarly to join with us in attempt¬ 
ing to effect such a political regrouping. 
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Dear Folks* 


Christmas day* 1920, Calcutta* 


i 
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**H* the salendar It U Christmas and wo hare just f foisted 

a big Christmas Breakfast (la o’clock beginning), with turkey and *11 the 
trimlnga* but for tha Ufa of m I can*t got tha Christmas spirit, Kirby 
la qiits *a bad off as far as that go os, it isn’t altogether because tha 
oaatfcar i* not sold* It la cool enough to roar a coat In a edr, and we 
haws both Spent Christmas at tines whan tha weather was am, It oust be 
beeauee wa have not boon aadly rushing around buying Christmas present* 
and getting ourselves all tlrad out. Or alas* It say be because there are 
no children around bars to be talking It up all tha tlm* 

la hems oalmly gotten ourselves peeked and randy to go off again 
Mrby Korth and I South, and it all seems the same daily routi a of things, 
** ham had a nice stay hare in Calcutta, Kirty has kspt ms busy typing 
asst af the tins* and I haws rssted much. 

Wa sant up to Darjaallng last weak* and it was raining when we 
got there and the next day was the thickest fog I ever saw. It sleerel up 
for a fsw minutes while we were out walking* and we got a nail glimpse 
of Kitchin Junga* which is tt,000 foot high* Just a thousand foot shorter 
than Everest, Everest wist he viewed from a place called Tiger Hill* and 
is away off and Just the top' of it sen be seen* hit Kltehlnjunga Is Just 
serose the Talley from Darjeeling, among a score of smaller hllla. They 
any you really hare to look up to ae# •'Itohinjunga* and on clear days It 
Uoks very close* but the base is SO miles away* It was quit# cold up 
at Darjaallng* about T,000 feat high* and of ooursa the fog and rain mala 
it colder still* We were very much disappointed* end more so* sine a we 
eould have gone any other tl-e, but some of the people had told us that 
December was tha beat time* and did not know that It often rained Just 
around Chris turns time. 

Kirby had been working so hard or sating too herd* or eoasthi g, 
because he got relaxed going up on the train and took a headache• It nay 
have been caused by the altitude, mnyway he got a dull headache, and when 
w* returned* 1-stead of going right cm out to Santlniketan whore Tagore 
has bis school* we asms back to the T,**C,.a, and ha rested and then got 

mors work done, I told him it was hie subconscious mind coming to his 
awgaoc. Be really wanted to cons back and work, and wa had seen Tagore 
ones, and although it would have h*an nice to ace the experimental school 
at Bantittlkatan* ha did not foci ae if he could spare the time* and so to 
get a Rood alibi for not showing up as we had planned and promised, he Just 
got a headache as an excuse. Or maybe h wanted to be babied and netted, 

got the work done* Or most of It, and if he wants any more 
before he reaches the boat, he will hers to do It hi-self, 

I *■ going down to Maims end Yadura and there will he lets and 
lots of things to sec and tell yoj about, till he with TCCA and missionary 
people who will take good ore of me. The trip down will probably not be 
crowded at tills time* and ought to ha rather alee* Uud is also staying 
In the soith whil* Sherwood goes to the Lahore conference* Perhaps next 
week wa shall have more to tell, tost of our mall 1* at Madras. *e got a 
picture of Mary taken la tha wumaar camp. Rather welcome 1*11 say, 

lots and lots of love to a 11* 

Tours, 









